
Top 5 Weather Events in 2021 

As voted by the staff of NWS Blacksburg 

 

#5:  August 17-18th - Remnants of Fred Bring Tornadoes and Flooding 

During the early afternoon of August 17th, 2021 two brief tornadoes touched down in Wilkes 

County, NC. The first tornado, an EF-0, with peak winds estimated to be 80 MPH, briefly 

touched down near Mahaffey Road in far southeast Wilkes County. This tornado damaged 

siding and took off a few shingles to one home, then uprooted a few small trees before lifting 

less than a mile northwest of its touchdown. The second tornado, also EF-0 with peak winds 

estimated to be 80 MPH, touched down near the intersection of Clingman Road and Briarlea 

Drive and traveled northwest causing minor damage to a few homes and uprooting a few small 

trees. 

After several hours of steady rainfall through the day on the 17th, a band of heavy rain passing 

across the Town of Boone produced between 1.8 and 2.6 inches of rain in less than a one hour 

period. Runoff from this rain caused rapid rises along Winkler Creek and Hodges Creek, which 

quickly overflowed their banks and flooded over 3 feet deep in spots across the Boone Mall 

shopping complex. Several other cars were submerged in flood waters around Boone. 

 
Damage to a home on Clingman Road in Wilkes County, NC from an EF-0 Tornado. 



#4: November-December 2021 - Moderate to Severe Drought across 

the VA Southside and Northern North Carolina Piedmont 

A historically dry November (driest November on record in Danville) helped spawn severe 
drought conditions across the Virginia Southside and Northern North Carolina Piedmont. The 
last time severe drought conditions were noted across this area was October 2019. 
 
Many areas across the Piedmonts of North Carolina and Virginia have measured precipitation 
amounts less than 25% of normal for October through December. This rainfall deficit 
contributed to an increased number of wildfires and abnormally low streamflow levels.  
 

 

90-Day Percent Precipitation Ending December 30th, 2021. 

#3:  September 21st-22nd - Flash Flooding from Nicholas 

. 
Two to eight inches of rain across a large portion of our area resulted in several flash flooding 

events. In Surry County, NC, multiple roads between the communities of Mt. Airy and Ararat 

were flooded and impassable by as much as a foot of flowing water over the roadways in spots. 

This was caused by heavy rainfall of three to locally five inches within a 3-hour period that 

caused several streams and creeks to overflow their banks across the roadway surface. An 

automated weather station in this area observed a 24-hour rainfall total, ending 8 AM EDT on 

the 22nd, of 7.83 inches, which is between a 50- and 100-year rainfall event for this duration.  



Flooding and Flash Flooding was also reported across many counties in Southwest Virginia, 

including the New River, Roanoke, and Southern Shenandoah Valleys. In Botetourt County, 

runoff from heavy rain caused Jennings Creek to flood out of its banks and across Jennings 

Creek Road. Occupants from a vehicle caught in the flooding were able to abandon the vehicle 

to safety, however the vehicle was reportedly washed down the creek.  

In Rockbridge County just outside Lexington, An automated weather station observed a 2-hour 

rainfall total of 3.27 inches, which is about a 100-year rainfall event for this duration. 

 

 

Observed Rainfall from September 20th through September 23rd, 2021 

 

#2: August 31st - Remnants of Ida drop two rare tornadoes in 

Montgomery County 



On the evening of August 31st, two rare tornadoes, rated EF-1 with estimated winds of 90-95 
MPH, touched town in Montgomery County.  The remains of Hurricane Ida passing nearby 
helped spawn these short-lived tornadoes, with both on the ground for only a few minutes. 
 
The first tornado touched down at 6:34 PM near the intersection of Stanley Road and Dove 
Drive southeast of Radford, damaging a barn and uprooting several trees. The second tornado 
touched down just west of Price Mountain near Merrimac Road at 6:59 PM. This tornado 
uprooted and snapped several trees, and destroyed a swing. 
 
This is only the 4th time since 1950 that a tornado has been confirmed in Montgomery County. 
October 2017 (McCoy area) and June 1998 near the Radford Ammunition Plant have been the 
only other documented tornadoes in Montgomery County. 

 

 

Damage to a Barn in Southwest Montgomery County from an EF-1 Tornado on 8/31/2021. 



  

#1: February 12th-13th Ice Storm 

One of the most crippling ice storms in recent history struck the Virginia Southside and 

northern North Carolina Piedmont, as a long duration freezing rain event brought 0.5” to 1.0” 

of ice accumulation. This resulted in tens of thousands of residents being without power, in 

some cases over a week. 

In Charlotte County, 88 percent of the county's residents were without power by the end of the 

storm, with around 154 power poles snapped and 221 power lines brought down due to the 

weight of the ice.  As a result, each of the county's seven fire stations were set up as warming 

and charging stations for the local residents.  

In Pittsylvania County, power was out to some homes for as long as nine days, with repair crews 

coming from as far away as South Carolina to help restore power. One lineman was injured 

while performing the repairs. Numerous utility poles were replaced because of icing damage. 

Numerous automobile accidents were also reported. 

In Rockingham County, NC, at least 44 utility poles snapped and seven miles worth of power 

lines were damaged or downed under the weight of the icing. Multiple automobile accidents 

were reported. Thousands of trees and tree limbs were also brought down by the weight of the 

icing. 

 

 

Icing in Caswell County, NC on 2/13/21. Photo Courtesy David Vernon. 


